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and then is asked to say it in some other form, he will
realize how we put purpose and form into the most mech-
anical of our memorizings. He learnt it in the order in
which he expected to be asked to say it. He would have
almost as much difficulty in memorizing it in a new order
as he had at first.
It follows that all students, whatever age, should be
helped to memorize for the purpose in hand. Thus in
reading it only prevents speed and accuracy when a child
has to spell out * knock' before he can read * knock ', and
one of the psychological justifications of the * Look and
Say' and ' Sentence' methods of reading is that by them
children get the most useful memory image for the purpose
in hand. Reading is a matter of visual recognition, not of
letters as letters, or even always of words as words, but of
significant shapes. Spelling, on the other hand, needs
a very different technique that will be discussed later in
this section. Again, the method by which children learn
a table and then almost re-learn it for ' dodging", as it is
so often called, seems an example of ignorance of the purpose
in hand. A child should by an untold amount of experi-
ence, varying according to his ability for such work, collect
the facts of number that it is valuable to know for normal
daily life—simple products of numbers, weights and
measures. If it seems valuable to him to have them in
table form for reference, he makes his tables. But all the
weight of suggestion should be used to encourage him to
memorize a fact as a fact and not as a meaningless rote.
When, for example, he has found 5 x 4 = 20, some one
should say to him, * Now that's a thing to remember * and
presently recall it to him. He should, I think, make his
own arithmetic notebook properly indexed, and the new
fact would be entered with others he had found out about
fives. But he should know it first, recall it frequently till
it is unforgettable—like his name—and not memorize it
in a table. Very often when a child has memorized such
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